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: RECOMMENDATORY 


HE Decay of vital and praftical Godlinefs is 
greatly to be bewailed and too viſible to be de- 
nied; while the Cauſes of it are various and 
ſcarce to be numbered.” . Indwelling Sin, Satan's 
Temptations and the World's Snares are doubtleſs the 
chief Sources of this ſpreading Diſeaſe, To trace the 
Streams thro” all the Channels in which they run, is 
neither in our Power nor Purpoſe in this Preface. How- 
ever we cannot but take Notice of One, which has 
olided fo ſmoothly as to invite many to drink of it, and 
has intoxtcated the Minds of not a few; and that is a 
falſe, unſcriptural Charity ; by which the moſt dangerous 
errors have been countenanced, the moſt intereſting 
DoEtines of the Goſpel negleed, and a zealous Con- 
tention for the T ruth diſcouraged, if not loaded with 
Reproach. | | 
That there is an eſſential Difference between Truth 
and Error, no rational Man will deny. That they are 
to be confounded rogether, no ſober Chriſtian will af- 
firm. Surely then, an Indifference to either is no Im- 
belliſhment to a chriſtian Character. There 7s a Faith 
which was once delivered to the Saines 3, called a Form of 
found Words Þ, "Fhis Faith Miniſters are to keep, the 
Apoſtle triumphs that, thro* Grace, he had done it c. 
This we are commanded to hold 7a/t 4, and we are all 
exhorted to contend earneftly for it ©. All which is con- 
trary to that Charity, which is ſo much protefſed and 
applauded in the preſent Age. CHaRITY is a Word 
lo beautiful, a Character ſo ornamental, 'tis pity it 
ſhould 


®. Jade ver. 3;'.-* 2 Tim, i. 13; _ ©.2 Tim. iv. 7.42 
Tim. i. 13. © Jude ver. 3. eralovitoIa. The Word im- 
ports an hot and violent Eight, an initant Contention, Leigh's 
Ciitica Sacra. 
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Recommendatory PREFACE. 


ſhould be fo ſadly abuſed. Surely then 'tis high Time 
for its true Friends to defend it, to rub off its Tarniſh, 
and to ſet it forth in its ſcriptural Glory, This we 
humbly apprehend 3s judictoully done by our worthy 
Brother in the Diſcourſe here. preſented to. the Public, 
which has ſet Charity in a true ſcriptural Light, and 
fixed it upon its proper Baſe. 

That we eftcem the Performance is evident from our 
Recommendation of it, .and *tis a Proof that our Re- 
verend Brother has ipoke our Sentiments, while de- 
claring his own. Since therefore we ſincerely profeſs 
ſuch a Love to Chrift and Souls, as is ſpecihed in the 
following Difcourſe, we hope none will henceforth 
charge us with a Want of Charity, eſpecially as we. de- 


clare it to be our earneft Prayer and Deſire, that a Zeal 


and Charity ſo neceſlary, ſo divine and fo harmonious 
may avound more and more. 

We mult likewiſe add, that the principal Motives, 
which induced us to requeſt the Publication of this Dif- 
courſe were theſe : the one, becauſe there was nothing 
of a Partv-Spirit appearing in it : the other was, to 
take 01 the unkind Charge, that for ſome Time'paſt 
has [Lin up0R us, on Account of our well-meant At- 
tempts for the Defence and Spread of the Goſpel, as if 
we were divelted of true Charity. And tis an additio= 
12 1 Ficafurg to us, that the Author has affured us, the 
SErmon was both compoſed and preached without a 
View to any particular Denomination or Perſon what- 


We cannot but therefore, heartily recommend it to 
the . Peruſal '« i; i!!, earneſtly and affeRionately praying, 
that the 0797 ; Love, Peece and '1 ruth, may dleſs :t 
to aniwer valuable and ſaving P uppoſes on the Souls oi 
Men 
»—p % . . 4 . ; 

TT hat:true Zeal: and C arlly, thit 10 "LY Pair, may 

EVcr £0 together 1s the {ince elire of 


Fohn Rogers. 
1753s Samuel Brewer. 
| Edward Fitch. 
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ZEAL and CHARITY, 


Phil. 1. 27. Only let your Converſation be as 
zt becometh the Goſpel of CurisT ; that 
whether I come and ſee you or elſs be abſent, 
T may hear of your affairs, that ye ſtand 

_ faſt in one Spirit, with one Mind, flriving 


” together for the Faith of the Goſpel. 


a 


/ H E Apoſtle Paul having in the for- 
- mer Part of this excellent Chapter 


taken ſeveral Methods to expreſs his 
Love to the Church of Chr:i/ft at Philippr, 
and his great Regard for the Goſpel of Chri/?, 
proceeds to give the Church ſome ſerious 
Advice and Direction in this Verſe and on- 
ward, He informs them how they ought 
to at as a Church, and how they ſhould 
honour the Goſpel : namely by three Things: 
a becoming Converſation, united Atection, 
and Chriſtian Zeal. 1. By a becoming Con- 


verſation, walking anſwerable to the Pro- 


fefſion they made : only let your Converſation 
be 


. 
eee as = 


- DO ECT 


t-# 4 
he as it becemeth the Geſpel of CuRIsT. 2. 
By united Afﬀection, having their Hearts knit 
topether in ipiritual Love and Unity : that 
ye land faſt in one Spirit with one Mind, 3: 


By chrijtian Zeal, having a ſtrong Attach- 


ment to the Truth and Excellency of the 
Goſpel-Revelation : //r7ving together for the 
Faith of the Goſpel. 

Thele th:ee Things are exceedingly orna- 
mental, whenever they meet together in a 
Perſon or Church. If theſe three are joined 
the Character is compleatly beautiful ; but 
if either of them be abſent, the Appearance 
1s uncomely. Zeal and Love without practi- 
cal Holineis, fink into Diſgrace, or degene- 
rate into Counterfeits. The ſame may be 
iaid concerning a regular Behaviur, without 
hearty. Zeal and Love. But when they are 
united in a particular Church, how come- 
ly is the Sight : to behold the Regularity of 
their Walk before the World, the Endear- 
ments of their Love to one another, and the 
Fervency of their Zeal for the Truth as it 1s 
in JeJus. And it a private Chriſtian be in- 
tluenced by the Spirit of God to godly Con- 
verſation,. joined with a true Love to others, 

and- a proper Regard for the Truth, that 
Perſon is an Honour to' the Profeſſion he 
makes. Surely then every Church of Chr:/f, 
and every Believer in Chrift, ſhould be am- 
bitious to ſhine in the Beauty of Holineſs in 
all theſe ReſpeCts. MOL Or 
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$0 
But I am obliged to paſs by many nftrv- 
Aing Obſervations, which ought to be raiſed 
from this copious Advice, in order to purſue 
my particular Defign in fixing upon theſe 
Words. 

The main Deſign I have in View, 1s to 
ſpeak a little of the two laſt of theſe Parti- 
culars, both ſeparately and joinily, Zeal 
and Charity are very amiable Graces of the 
Spirit, and compoſe a very beautitul Pair, 

We hear much in our Day, about Candor 
and Charity ; Moderation and Charity ; and 
ſometimes concerning Orthodexy and Charity. 
But the Pair that is now preſented to View, 


ſeems the moſt noble and ſuitable of them 


all. For theſe two, Charity and Zeal, con- 
fidered together, explain cach other, and the 
true Knowledge of either will guzde our 
Thoughts into the Knowledge of both, and 
will guard our Conceptions "from Extremes 
on either Hand, Let me then, 1. Deſcribe 
the Nature of true Zeal. 2, Of true Cha- 
rity; 2nd then, 3. Shew the Harmony there 
is between them, 1 need not confine my- 

ſelf to that particular Sort of Love and Zeal 
that 1s intended in the Text; but diffuſe the 
Thought, ſo as to explain the general N«- 


ture both of the one and of the other, 


1. Let us attend to the Nature of Zeal. 


What 1s it, when true and ſpiritual ; and 


what 1s it he falſe and counterfeit ? Every 
one will allow that to be properly zealous is 
B 2 not 
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not only lawful, but required. Ir is highly 
neceſlary, that we ſhould be of this Spirit 
and Character, and we fin againſt Chr:/t and 
his Goſpel if we are not. A want of true 
Zeal is as great a RefleEtion upon-a Profeſſor 
as 2 Want of Charity. 

| True Zeal may be thus bricfly defined. 
'Tis neither more nor leſs, than payzng a 
due Regard to the Importance of Truth and 
Hotineſ; in Aﬀ-&1on, Word, and Aion. 

This Deſcription, tho” thort and clear, is 
very comprenenfive, and ought to be con- 
ſidered 1n 1ts ſeveral Parts. 

1. Tive Zeal is concerned about two 
Things, Truth and Filineſs. *'Tis evident 
that i: bas a Regard to Go/pe!-Truth ; for in 
the T xt we are commanded to ffrive 7o- 
gether for th» Faith of the Goſpel : and in the 
Epiſtle of Jude, Verſe the 3d, 7o contend 
earneſily for the Faith once delivered to the 
Sainis, How great a Reſpect the Apoſtles 
of cur Lord had to the T ruth of the Goſpel 
may eafily be ſeen in the 4&s and in the 
Epijtles, *Tis as evident likewiſe that Zeal 
has a Regard to frue Hoineſs, for we read 
1715 11. 14. that CHRIST gave himfelf for 
rs, that be might redecm us from all Tniquity 
and furify u to hinje!f a peculiar People, 
ETILDTt oF Good Worxs, We ſhould 
therefore teſtify by our Words and Practice 
our Abhorrence of every evil Way, and our 


Love to ni Way of God. 
2. Zeal 
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2. Zeal regards Truth and Holineſs as to 
their Importance, 'Tis a ſpecial Characteri- 
ſtic of this Grace, whereby 1t is diſtingv-the 
ed from every other, that it fixes the M nd 
upon the Importance of fpiricml Things, and 
makes a Perſon atreniive to it. Tis not {i:t- 
ficient that we believe .he Trath of a 33o- 
rine ; 'tis neceſſary hkewiſe t!:53t we ſhouid 
pay a Regard unto the Exceliency and Value 
of it. ' 

Neither 1s it enough, that we know what 
is Duty, uniefſs w- 76 lik- wiſe convinced of 
the. Strengtn of our Oblic-tion to it. 

Now we know that Goſpel-Trath and 
Holincls are Things of the grezteſt Mo- 
ment in genc:al, to the Hunour of the Goſ- 

el, and to ihe G1 6d (4 precious and im- 
mortal Sonl-, And wheretn ſvever the 1m- 
portan.s of any Branch of Truth or Holi- 
nels appears, 'tis the Bufinels and Property 
of a true Zeal to take Notice of it, and to. 
pay an enſwerable Regard to it, 

"Tis readily acknowledoed that ſome 
Things are of vr:ater Conſequence than 
others, Some Branches of 'Fruth don't lie 
ſo near to the Foundation of our Faith and 
Hope «s others Co; and there are ſome par- 
ticular Duties, which do not lie ſo near to 
the Power of Godlineſs, and tie Eflence of 
practical Holineſs as ſome others. And as 
there are ſome Sins which are peculiarly 
heinous in the Sight of God; fo there are 

icme 


_ of Truth or Duty, 


#3 

ſome Errors, that more diſhonour God and 
endanger the Soul than others. 'Tis there- 
fore the Buſineſs of a true Zeal to take No- 
tice of theſe Things, to engage the Heart to 
them, to ſearch out the Degree of impor- 
tance that belongs to any particular Branch 
Sin cr Eitror, and to lay 

exactly that Streſs upon it, which it will 
bear. Every Perſon ought ſeriouſly and 
conſcientiouſly to look into the Word of 
God, and weigh well the Nature of each 
T:uth and Duty, that he 1s converſant about; 
in order to determine for himſelf, what Streſs 
ought to be laid upon it : becauſe a Miſtake 
on either Hand in ſuch a Caſe as this, will 
have a malignant Influence into his Spirit 
and Conduct. It muſt ſurely be a great 
Fault for Perſons to be quite regardlets about 
the Y/Yorth of a Doftrine or Importance of a 
Duty: or to look upon all Sins and Errors 
whh an equal Indifterence. 

If we would be truly zealous, we muſt 
endeavor to find out, how far an Error 1s 
dangerous, as well as how far a Sia 1s hei- 
nous and detrimental. 

3. This Regard to Truth and Holineſs 
muſt be expreſſed by our Afﬀections, Words, 
and Actions. *'Tisa fmall Matter to form a 
mere ſpeculative Opinion 1n the Mind, con- 
cerning Subjects of fuch Importance, We 
are obliged fiom a Principle of Conſcience to 
act agreeable to that Light we have received 
into 
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C73 
into our Minds from the Word of God. To 
be indolent and careleſs when we ſee a Mat- 
ter of infinite Moment before us, 1s certain- 
ly as finfu), as it is to be very fervent and 
active about a Thing of Indiffterence. 

Neither can he be faid to have any Zeal 
in his Heart, who has only a Speculation 
about Things in his Mind, Zeal will cet- 
tainly employ all our Powers ; where it ſees 
an important Danger to be avoided, or an 
important Privilege to be embraced : and 
for this Reaſon it cannot but ſtir up our At- 
f:&ions, and excite our Words and Actions 
accordingly. It wil] not be improper in this 
Place to deſcend into Particulars. 1 fay then, 
that Zeal 1. moves the Heart,and ſtirs up the 
Aﬀections, *Tis good, ſays the Apoſtle, Gal. 
v. 18, to be zealouſly affected akways in a 
good Thing. Wherever we fee any Branch 
of Truth to contain a great Part of the 
Ground of our Hope, the Matter of our 
Comfort, or the Foundation of our Faith ; 
'tis our indiſpenſable Duty to prize that 
Truth, to cleave faſt to it, to be very ten- 
der of it, and to contend earncſtly for it. 
Take faſt hold of Inſtruction, let her not go, 
Reep her ; for fhe 2s thy Life. Prov. iv. 13. 
And if any Goſpel-Truths are thus dear to 
us, no Wonder if our Aﬀections are moved, 
and our Hearts concerned, when theſe Do- 
ctrines are oppoſed. 


This 


(8 

This 1s a natural, neceſſary, and proper 
Effect of a real, hearty Love to the Truth ; 
to be jealous when we ſee its Purity invad- 
ed ; to be ſorrowful when we ſee any carried 
away from it, into the oppoſite Error ; tv 
mourn in ſecret, and to complain to God, 
and to our ſpiritual Brethren, when thoſe 
that deny the important DoCtrines of the 
Goſpel increaſe in Number, and when thoſe 
that believe them and value them are dimi- 
niſhed. And if ſuch Truths are not only 
oppoled, but treated with Contempt, Ridi- 
cule and Scorn : a truly zealous Heart ſhould 
and muſt reſent the Treatment, not from 
any Principle of perſonal Revenge, but only 
irom Love to Chriſt and the Truth. This 
Reſentment does not, or muſt not ariſe from 
a Diſpleaſure, becauſe we are oppoſed, or 
becauſe what we eſpouſe 1s diſgraced ; but 
becauſe we are embarked in the Cauſe of 
Chriſt, and becauſe of our Concern for 
the Goſpel, and precious Souls, Will not a 
Soldier that loves his Captain, or a Subject 
that loves his King, or a Servant that loves 
his Maſter, think it his Duty to reſent the 
Indignity that is offered to him whom he 


_ Cearly loves ? And ſhall it be thought ſtrange, 


if a Believer, to whom Chr:/? and the Goſpel 
are infinitely precious, ſhould have a Con- 
cern in his Soul, and a ſpiritual Reſentment 
appearing in his Countenance, wken the 


pet- 


o%) 


C.J 3 
perſonal and manifeſtative Glory of Chy:/t 
is ſcorned and derided, 

And let it be farther obſerved, the very 
meaning of the Word Zeal direfts us to con- 
ceive, that to be zealouſly aftefted, is to be 
much impreſs'd, to be ſtrongly aftetted and 
to be deeply concern'd, and to be greatly 
moved ; becauſe this Afﬀection is produced 
by a realizing View of the Excellence and 
Importance of what we eſpouſe. Yea, I will 
venture to ſay, that a Believer cannot be 
concern'd too deeply, nor affected too ſtrong - 
ly, when he has a Regard to Truths whoſe 


' Value 1s inexpreſhible, and whoſe Impor- 


tance 1s infinite, Who can ſhow too great: 
a Love for the DoCtrines of the true Deity 
of Chri/t, the Perfection of his Atonement, 
the Imputation of his Righteouſneſs, the In- 
fluences of his Spirit, and the like? Do- 
Qrines wherein all our immortal Intereſts, 
our ſpiritual Conſolation, and our eternal 
Hopes lie. In ſuch Cates as theſe, it can- 
not but afford a ſpecial Pleaſure, when theſe 
Truths are embraced, defended, and valued ; 
it cannot but raiſe a holy Jealouſy when 
they are invaded, or corrupted by any : It 
cannot but excite a deep Concern, when they 
are oppoſed and denied ; it cannot but jn- 


| Hame a facred Reſentment, when they are 


contemptuoully treated. Thus true Zeal 
operates in our Hearts and Attecttons, 
Again, we are bound, 2dly, to expreſs ouc 
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Zeal in Words, 'Tis our Duty to ſpeak 


( 16 ) 


earneſtly for, and to plead the Cauſe of 
Truth and Holineis to the utmoſt of our 
Ability, as we have a Call to it, and an Op- 
portunity for it, in the Courſe of Provi- 
dence : and in this Way #o contend earneſtly 


for the Faith once deliver'd to the Saints. 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles have given us ſuffi- 
cient Examples ' of this for our Imitation. 
We are obliged affeRtionately to inſtruCt the 
Ignorant ; to prove the Truth by Scripture- 
Arguments, to defend it againſt the Attacks 
that are made upon 1t ; to ſpeak freely of its 
Value and Sweetneſs ; and to ſpeak as freely 
of the Danger that attends the contrary Er- 
rors. How zealouſly, fervently and boldly 
did the Apoſtles ſpeak for Chri/? againſt un- 
believing Jews and Gentiles, and againſt 
ſelf-righteous judaizing Chriſtians, who cor- 
rupted the Truth as it is in Jeſus? And 
muſt we fit by filent and unconcern'd, when 
the very fame Truths are oppoſed, and the 
ſame Errors propagated with all Activity and 
Diligence? Once more: Our Zeal muſt be 
manifeſted, gdly, by our A#7:0ns, "Tis doubt- 
leſs ovr incumbent Duty to do all that' we 
lawfully can for maintaining of Truth and 
Holineſs; for defending its Cauſe, for diſ- 
playing its Excellency, for promoting its Re- 
ception, and for tranſmitting it down to 
{ncceeding Generations, We muſt likewiſe 
nle all lawful Endeavours to ſtop the Pro- 
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C131 
$rels of dangerous Errors and hateful Iniqui- 
tiet. And 1n all theſe Caſes we ſhould be 
very careful, leſt we betray the Cauſe of 
Goſpel-Truth in any Inſtances, becauſe this 
is no other than conſtructively betraying 
Chriſt himſelf ; who is deeply concern'd in 
all thoſe Doftrines and Practices which affe&t 
his perſonal and mediatorial Glories, 

Thus we have a general View of the Na- 
ture and Workings of this excellent Grace 
of the Spirit of God: That it conſiſts 7 


' paying a due Regard to the Importance of 


Goſpel-Truth and Holineſs, in Aﬀettion, Word 
and Action, And altho' I have chiefly en- 
larged upon a zealous Regard for Doctrzne ; 
'tis not with any Intention to make vs jndifte- 
rent about Practice. So far from it, that 


one chief and fundamental Reaſon of our 


Reſpect for Truth, is becauſe of the Influ- 
ence 1t has into the Frame of our Spirits, and 
the Conduct of our Lives, Our Zeal for 
Dorine muſt by no means ſet aſide as great 
a Concern for practical God/:neſs; for no- 
thing is more diſhonourable in a Profeſſor 
than this. On the contrary our Zeal for 
good Works ſhould not witheraw our At- 
tention from the DNoctrines of the Goſpel. 
A Perſon can ſcarcely bring a greater Re- 
proach upon Chri/t and his Truth, than to 
pretend an earneſt Zeal for him and his 
Word, with an apparent Indifference about 
the practical Part of Religion, And there 

G3 can 
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can ſcarcely be a greater Miſtake committed, 
than to pretend a peculiar Deteſtation of Sin, 
and a ſtrong Regard for the PraCtice of 
Piety, to a Neglect of thoſe ſweet and pre- 
cious Truths, which lie at the Foundation 
of all the ſpiritual, internal Parts of practical 
Godlineſs. Let me therefore conclude this 
Account of true Zeal by remarking : That 
a proper Zeal for Truth will not diminiſh, 
but promote and inſpire a true Regard for 
Holineſs : and a proper Zeal for true Holi- 
neſs will lead a Perſon more and more into 
a View of the Importance of Goſpel-Trutnh, 
as its only Spring and Foundation. 
But there is a falſe and counterfeit Zeal, 
which it is highly neceſſary we ſhould be 


warn'd of, and guarded againſt : becauſe we 


are too apt to be betray'd into it, thro' the 
Corruption and Deceitfulneſs of our Hearts, 


'Tis true that we ought to be deeply con- | 


cern'd about the Dodrine ard Power of 


up to act wich proper Ardour in premoting 


Truth and diſcountenancing Error, in ſhew-| 
ing ens Love to Holinefe, and 1n exprefling | 
our Abhorrence of Sin; but then we mult} 
not, in «ny of theſe Cafes, a&t in ſuch al 
Manner, or with ſuch a Spirit as ſhall be-| 
tray a Want of true Love to and Afﬀection| 
We muſt be par-| 
ticularly careful leſt our Zeal degenerate 1n-| 


ſenſibly, 


jor our Feilow-Creatures. 
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[89 1 
ſenſibly, into Hatred, Malice, Envy, ar 
any ſuch corrupt and inordinate Paſſions. 

_ We muſt ſtill maintain a true Love for 
their Perſons, whoſe Pra#ice or Sentiments 
we are obliged to oppoſe. Let us by all 
means take Care, leſt a Hatred, which is con- 
trary to Charity, ariſe and work in our Breaſts. 
Let us in this Refpet likewiſe be watchful 
over our Aﬀeions, Words and Aftons, As 
to our Aﬀeczrons, we muſt not with ull ta 
thoſe whom we muſt oppoſe, nor ſo much 
as deſire an Opportunity to do them any 
Harm ; neither muſt we take a Pleaſure in 
ſceing any perſonal Evil coming upon them, 
nor watch for their balting. For we are 
told, x Cor. xiii. 6. Charity rejoiceth not in 
TIniquity, but rejoiceth in Truth. As to our 


| Words, we muſt not, out of Zeal for Truth, 


either reproach their Perſons, or defame 
their Characters, or take Opportunities to 
ſpeak 1l] of them ; however we may think 
it our Daty to ſet their Sentiments and Pra- 
tice in a true Light, for their Conviction, or 
for a Warning to others : nor by.any means 
brivg a railing Accuſation againſt them ; 
which is what even an Archangel durſt not 
do, when diſputing with the Devil himſelf, 
Tuge verſe 9g. What a Guard thould we then 
put upon our Spirits .ani4 Dilcoutſe, when 
we are called to att the free and faithful 
Part, to one that is vindicatinz his erroneous 
Opinions, or his iniquitous PraCtices ? 

| As 


Ie 
| As to our AFtons : 'tis very evident, that 
whatever may be juſtly termed Perſecution 
is exceeding ſinful. And our Behaviour to- 
wards erroneous or impitous Perſons muſt be 
ſuch as ſhall have no proper Tendency either 


to ſtir up their Corruptions, or harden thear . 


Hearts, or ſet them againſt the Truth and 
Ways of God. Every thing in our Aﬀecti- 
ons, Converſation, and Practice, which looks 
as if we had no real Love for their Souls, 
or Concern about their real Welfare, ought 
to be carefully ſhunn'd. For the Servant of 
the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle unto 
all Men, apt to teach, patient, in Meekneſs 
inflirudting thoſe that oppoſe themſelves; if 
God peradventure will give them Repentance 
to the acknowledging of the Truth ; and that 
they may recover themſelves out of the Snare 
of the Devil, who are taken Captive by him 
at his Iill, 2 Tim. ii. 2426. And this 
leads me to the ſecond general Head, 

IH. To deſcribe the Nature of Charzty or 
true Love. 

The Kind of Love that is intended by 
the Apoſtle in the Text, and in the Begin- 
ning of the next Chapter is, that Unity of 
Heart and Afﬀection, which ought to be be- 
tween Members of the ſame viſible Church one 
towards another. When a Number of Be- 
lievers are voluntarily united together in the 
Fellowſhip of a Church, according to the 


Order of the Goſpel; the Church is fup- 
poſed 
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ſed to conſiſt of ſuch as are cemented to- 


j gether by the Ties of ſpiritual AﬀeCtion ; 
| who are united in the ſame eflential Doc- 


 trines ; have the ſame Ground of Hope, have 


| drank into the ſame Spirit, join 1n the ſame 
| Worſhip and Diſcipline, and indulge the 


| fame Hope concerning their being Partakers 


of true and ſaving Grace, Theſe are under 


| various, ſtrong and peculiar Obligations to 


\ ſtand faſt in one Spirit, with one Mind and 
- Soul: and the apoſtolic Exhortations to Love 
\ and Unity conſidered in this View, as in- 
tended for and direfted to Gofpel-Churches, 
are very ſweet and ſuitable : and the Motives, 


with which theſe Advices are enforced, are 


very beautiful, evangelical and affeftionate : 
- having an admirable Propricty in them, con- 
| fidering the Perſons to whom they are ad- 
| dreſſed. Let any Goſpel-Church, or any 
particular Member, read over the Apoſtle's 
- moſt pathetic Exhortation, in the firſt five 
| Verſes of the following Chapter, Phil.ii, 1--5. 


and remember the Relation he bears, and 


| the Profeſſion he makes; and he cannot but 
\ rel the Force and acknowledge the Pro- 


priety of it. If there be therefore any Con- 
folation in CaRIsST, if any Comfort of Love, 


| if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels 


and Mercies; fulfil ye my Toy, that ye be 
the minded, &c. 


Thoſe Perſons are truly loving and chari- 
table, in the Apoſtle's Account, who being 


2 Members | 
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Members of the ſame Goſpel-Church, and 
knowing each other's Faith and Experience, 
walk together in Love and Unity, who watch 


over each other according to the Goſpel, pray 
for one another, and aftord all the mutual Af- 
fiſtance that lies in their Power for promoting 
each other's ſpiritual Welfare : who can 
meet together and converſe with one another 
in a friendly and ſpiritual Manner : who 
ſpeak often one to another, to ſtir up evan- 
celical AﬀeCtions, and to increaſe evangeli- 
cal Knowledge. 
ſtand faſt- in one Spirit, with one Mind, 
ſtriving together for the Faith of the Goſpel, 


being ready to aſſiſt each other againſt all | 
the Oppoſition they may meet with, ſtand- | 


ing by one another in Defence of the Truth, 


and ſtriving with one Conſent, againſt the | 
common Adverſary of their Peace, Com- | 


ſort and Holineſs. 


If this be the Spirit and Meaning of the | 
Injunction, ſurely 'tis very improper to ap- | 
gencral Love of all nominal | 
of what Denomination or Senti- | 


ply it to a 
Chriſtians, 


ments 'O they be : as if the ſame Afﬀec- 


tion of Love and Complacency were requir- | 


ed of us towards all that bear the Chriſtian 


Name, as is required of one Member of a | 


Golpel-Church to another. 


But leſt this ſhould be calied a Confine-f 
ment of our Charity to Bounds abundantly | 


too narrow, It ſhall readily be granted, that Þ 
there Þ 


Theſe are the Perſons that | 
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there is a Love which is due from a Believer 
towards all thoſe he has any Knowledge of, 


any Relation to, or any Concern with ; whe- 


ther they belong to the ſame Fellowſhip, or 
embrace the ſame Principles or no. Yea there 
is an univerſal Debt of Love owing to our 
Fellow Creatures, which ſhould animate us 
in all our Actions towards them, and in all 
our Concerns with them : according to the 
ſecond great Commandment, Thou {halt love 
thy Nerghbour as thyſelf. This Love does or 
ſhould diffuſe itſelf without Excepiton, and 
ſhould appear in various Forms, according 
to the different States, Conditions and Cir- 
cumſtances our Neighbour is in, whether as 
to his temporal or ſpiritual Affairs. 

How a true Charity operates in ſpiritual 
Concerns, ſhall be hereafter declared. At 
preſent I am obliged to take Notice that 
there is a Charity very much ſpoken of in 
the preſent Age, recommended and applaud- 
cd to the higheſt Degree; and all the apo- 
ſtolic Exhortations to Love and Unity are 
brought as ſo many Arguments to advance it 
in our Eſteem, and to enforce it upon us. 
A Charity which 1s very difttint from that 
which the Apoſtles recommended, yea 1n- 
conſiſtent with it : And becauſe too many 
are deceived by it, beings inadvertently be- 
trayed into a Denial of, or Indiffcrence about 
many important Truths, by a Notion of be- 
coming the more charitable thereby ; it will 

D not, 
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not therefore be improper to ſearch a Ine 
cloſely into it, It ſeems in general to con- 
filt in having a kind and charitable Opinion 
of the Sentiments of others who differ from us : 


as if Charity conkiſted in Sentiments, rather 


than in Aﬀection, But *us very dfflicult to 
give an exact Definition of it; it may ſul- 
fice to deſcribe it in 1ts Operations and Ap- 
pcarances ; ip its Tendency and Effects, by 


which it will be ſufficiently known ; that | 


thoſe that are caught in the ſnare, may, by 
divine Grace, be recovered our of it, and 
that others might eſcape being intangled in 
It, 

In ſome Caſes it appears and operates 1n 
this Manner. 

If any believe, maintain and zealouſly de- 
fend the ſweet and comfortable Doctrine of 
partjedtar Election : 'tis immediately tug- 
geſted, that this is an uncharitable Doctrine ; 
that it tends to give us uncharitable or rigid 
Notions of God, as if the adorable Sove- 
reianty of J:unovan were to be ſublervient 
unto the charitable Opinion ſome are re- 
{olved to entertain concerning God and one 
another. But ſurely the expreſs Declarati- 
ons of the Divine Word, muit not be made 
to give Way to ſuch a Suggeſtion, It the 
Holy Scriptures declare it as a Truth, a fon 


Charity ſhould not be fct in Oppoſition to 


it, nor be eſteemed any Argument againſt 


it, The ſame may be ſaid upon the Head 
of 
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of particular Redemption; a Truth fo va- 
luable, that 1f it be denied, all the ſpecral 
Comfort a Believer can take from the Re- 
demption of Chr:/t is overturned : a Doctrine 
which we ought by no Means to part with, 
merely becauſe the Embracers of it are 
cfleemed uncharitable. 

This Charity ſometimes likewiſe militates 
againlt the Neceflity of Regeneration ; againſt 
Faith in the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chr?/7 : 
to ſuch a Degree, that it any venture to af- 
firm, that none can be faved without a ſpe- 
cial regenerating Work of the Holy Spirit, 
or be juſtified without Faith in the Righte- 
oulnch of Chriſt imputed : if they are bold 
to decl:irc, that all who are without this re- 
generating Work and without a true Reliance 
on Chri/t « lone for Righteouſneſs and Strength, 
are as yet under the 'Wrath of God, and in 
the Gall of Bitterneſs: ſach Perſons are 
eſteemed narrow-ſpirited, and void of Cha- 
rity, But muſt we give up theſe important 
Truths ; muſt we fall into a broad, ealy Way 
of thinking, which is very ſoothing to cor- 
rupt proud Nature, in order to gain the 
Name of being ſufficiently charitable ? Muſt 
we cſtecm-all thoſe in the Favour of God, 
and embrace them in our Boſoms, who are 
tolerably moral in their Behaviour, and fin- 
ccre in their Actions, whether they appcar 
to be renewed by the Spirit, to believe and 
depend upon the Deity, Atonement and 

D 2 Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs of Chriſt or no? We cannot, 
we dare not do it; it we have any true Re- 
gard to the Declarations of the Word, or 
have any true Charity for their Souls : we 
would wiſh well co them, pray earneſtly for 
them, uſe the moſt prudent Endeavours for 
their Recovery ; and would hope that God 


may give them Repentance to the Acknow- 


I:dzment of the Truth, that their Spirits 
may be ſaved in the Day of the Lord Teſs. 
Again : Sometimes this Charity appears a 
I:ttle more refined; in that it does not 1m- 
mediately ſtrike at the Truth of the Doc- 
trines, but at their Importance. For fome 
imavine themſelves to become the more 
charitable and fo far the better, in that they 
can maintain their Belicf of theſe Docrines, 
but have learned not to lay ſo great a Streſs 
upon them as they formerly did. And 
what 1s 1t that has induced ſuch to become 
ſo indifferent? Nothing but this; becauſe 
they conceive it to be contrary to Chriſtian 
Love, and to the good Opinion we ought to 
have of others, to lay ſuch a Weight upon 
ſuch Sentiments. | 
But, O my Brethren, what are we about 
now, if we fall under this Deceit ? Are not 
theſe Truths? have they not been the Lite 
of our Souls, the Matter of our Comfort, 
the Support of our Hopes, the Foundation 
of our Faith, and the Means of our Cov- 
viction and Converſion; which we have, 
| thro' 
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thro' ſpecial Grace received, and wherein 
ſtand ? Muſt we then be cheated out of the 
Importance, contrary to the Nature of the 
Truths themſelves, contrary to the expreſs 
Declarations of the Word concerning them, 
and contrary to the Experience of our own 
Souls, merely in order to avoid being judoe l 
uncharitable ? Moſt we lay aſide all Zeal for 
the Truth, leſt we ſhould be ſulpeted of 
Want of Love to thoſe who deny it, or are 
indifferent about it? This 1s not the Way to. 
be charitable either to others or to ourſelves. 
How can we perform any true Act of Cha- 
rity to one who denies the moſt valuable 
Truths, 1f we loſe all Zeal for the Doctrines, 
and think flighily of them ourſelves? And 
where 1s our Charity for our own Souls, if 
we begin to look with-Indifference upon 
thoſe DoEtrines which have fed, refreſhed, 
and ſupported our own Souls hitherto. Such 
Opinions do exceedingly tend, to make the 
Power of vitai Godlineſs decay. You have 
perhaps lived upon theſe Gotpel-Truths with 
Comfort and vatisfaction; hereby your Ho- 
lineſs has been promoted, your Graces cx- 
cited and ſtrengthened by tie Sweetnels and 
importance of them : but remember, as ſoon 
as ever you are perſuaded, that they aie of 
little Conſequence 3 you can no longer, COi1- 
liſtently, lay the Weight of your Salvation 
upon them, but ſomewhere elſe : For he 
that does not believe a Doctrine to be really 
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neeeſlary, cannot, conſiſtently, make that 
Doctrine the Matter of his Truſt for Life, 
or the Foundation of his eternal Hopes. 
If the Adverſary of our Souls can perſuade 
any, tho” it be from a Principle of Charity, 
to apprehend that the DuQrines of Chr:/f's 
Deity, Atonement, Righteouſneſs, Spirit, &c. 
are of little Importance ; he has gained a 
very great Advantage to his Intereſt ; has 
ſtruck a very confiderable Blow to Cepretiate 
the manifeſtative Glory of Chr:/:; his pre- 
vailed upon ſuch deluded Perſor:s to defiſt 
from giving any Diſturbance: tv tioſe who 
lay contented under detrimental Miſtakes and 
Deluſions; and has confirmed theie errone- 
ous Perſons in the Harmleisnsſs of their 
Opinions, What then would be the Con- 
ſequence, if ſuch caſy Sentiments and ſuch 
an Indifference of Spirit did in general pre- 
vail among the Profeflurs of tne Truth ? 
Few, very few would then find it in their 
Hearts or think it thew Duty, to' ſtand up 
for Chri/t and Truth ; very few would think 
It worth their while, to warn Sinners of the 


No . ju . 
Danger of Sz:lf-Righteouſnets, or with any. 


Earneſtneſs diret them to Chr/? alone for 
Righteouſneſs, Grace, Strengih and Salva- 
tion: very few would be heaity 1n preach- 
ing the Truth, and when they did, would 
be tempted to do it in a diy, ſpeculative 
Mann:r ; hecauſe in the Opinion of ſuch, 
Truth 1s of litie Conſequence. 
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This charitable Opinion is likewiſe con- 
trary to the right Performance of many 
great Duties, and leads into danverous Sins. 

To fink in our Thoughts concerning the 
Value of Truth, in order to have a good 
Opinion of others, tends to make us neglt- 
gent of their real Good ; we ſhall not then 
at with Vigour ard Fuithfulneſs 1n the 
Diſcharge of our Duty towards thouſe that 
may be under our Tuition, nor take due 
Pains to inſtil Truth into their Minds; if 
we have loſt a Savour of 1:s Sweetneſ:, or a 
Senſe of its Value. We ſhall then be undcer 
ſtrong Temptations to a temporizing Spirit, 
and to handle the Word of God decciitully: 
And whenever Duty calls upon us to be 
zealous and faithiul, this Charity finds an 
Excuſe for corrupt Nature to indulge and 
(pare itlelf. 

Yea, this Inclination to have a charitable 
Opinion of the Eriors which others embrace, 
1s contrary to a true Love to them, and a 
true Activity for their fpiritua] and eternal 
Welfare. }s it true Love to fink our Opi- 
nion of the Danger of particular Sins or 
Errors? When we fite a Brother or Friend 
carried away or 1nchning. to ary dangerous 


| Erzors, is it any AC of Love to ſfooth him 


up in them, to let him alone, or to tell 


him that there 1s little or no Harm in his 
ventiments ? Is it any Charity to think thoſe 


Sins the leſs hateſul, or thote Errors the lets 
detri- 


84-1] 
detrimental, merely becauſe he whom we 
love is carried away into them? By no 
M-an-, but juſt the contrary : 'tis an Act of 
Unkindnels and Unfaithfulneſs, and it tends 
to the Ruin of his Soul, or to the Ruin of 
his Comforts; and if we are not watchful 
over our own Spirits herein, we ſhall incur 
the Guilt of having betrayed him into the 
Enemies Hands. Is it charitable to diſbelieve 
the Excellency and Neceflity of a Truth, 
becauſe a Friend of whom we would fain 
hope well, diſbelieves that Truth : this 1s 


certainly making a fond Aﬀection, to be the | 
Rule of our Sentiments about Truth and | 
Error : And in Realitv, none knows how | 
far ſuch a Spirit, if indulged, will lead us by | 
Degrees ; for the ſame Charity will preſent- | 


ly teach us to account $77 the leſs damnable, 


as well as Error the leſs dangerous, under a | 


Fear or Pretence leſt we ſhould contradict a 
charitable Hope concerning others. It this 
Principle encreaſes and is propagated, there 
will in a little Time be none to ſtand up 
zealouſly and faithfully for the Truth ; none 
to aſſert its Reality, to detend its Caule, or 
maintain its Excellency. Chri/t and his 
Apollles had certainly as much true Love to 


find them ating upon this Principle, or with 
this Spirit. If the Apoſtles had leflened 


their Apprehenſions about the Worth of 


Goſfpel-Truth, becauſe they were determin'd 
toF 
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(85 * 1.1 
to hope well of unbelieving Fews or Gentrles, 
or of judaizing felf-righteous Chriſtians ; A 
how would the Goſpel have been ſpread, . 
and its Glory and Excellency aflerted ? If 
this be Charity, the Apoſtles were not cha- 
ritable enough, they were too zealous and 
faithful to admit it: yea the beloved and 
loving Apoſtle 7ohn, who was eminent for 
a Spirit of Meekneſs, Tendernefs and Afﬀe- 
Qion, could not bear this Kind of Charity ; 
as is evident, when he ſays 1n his 2d Epiſtle, 
verſe 9, 10, 11. Whoſoever tranſgreſſeth, or 
(as 'tis in the Margin) #urneth afide and 
abideth not in the Doctrine of CHR1IsT hath 
' not God: he that abideth in the Doctrine of 
| CuRi1sT he hath both the Father and the 
| Son. Tf there come any unto you, and bring 
| not this Dc&rine, rerieve him not 13:to your 
» | Houſe, neither bid him, God ſpeed : for be 
*| that biddeth him God jjeed, is Partaker of 
*| bis evil Deeds. 
But is there any Neceflity to urge this 
Matter farther, waen it appears, tht this 
P | Charity is fo contradiQory to the Truth and 


1 Importaiice of Goſpel Doctrine, to the 
OF Power of Godlineſ:, to the PraCtice of the 
1» Apoſtles, and to the faithful Diſcharge of 
VF many Goſpel Duties ? Surely theſe Thoughts 
I} ac abundantly ſufficient to diſcover its Na- 
th ture, and evidence its Malignity, And if all 
* this will not ſuffice, I am obliged to add, 
0 


1 that even thoſe that embrace this Charity, 
1 Iz and 


(- 20-1 
nd | vlead up for it, arc as zealcus as any in 
>:noting, what they apprehend to be of 


"SO = 


2:2.t Weight. How zealuus are they for 
fharkable Sentiments; how highly do they 
recommend thein ; with what Profuſion of 
Language do they ſpeak for this Charity, 
not without ſome ſevere Reflections upon 
thoſe who cannot be ſo mdifterent about 
Dc&rine, or have ſuch a favourable Opinion 
of their Sentiments as they deſire. But 
while they are zealous for charitable Sent:- 
me:its, we wil be concerned to have a cha- 


ritable Afection. We, 


- Moderation of Sentiments, 
dare not out of Love to Truth, to Chri/t 


and to Souls, fink onr Apprehenfions of the | 


Value of any Doctrine, in order io be cha- 
r11table : but as we is that Charity con- 


fiſts in the Afectron of the Heart, we think] 


ourſclves obliged to have and to diſcover our 


real Love to others, and Concern for thei | 
Welfare, by being ſteady to the Truth, andF 


diſplaying the Importance of it, and by 
taking 
thods to be ſerviceable for the Good of thei: 


Souls, 


ſince they, being inveſted with an Authority 


which we cannot pretend to, might ani 
did ſpeak with greater Sharpneſs and AuthoF$ 


cit) 


for our Paris, do | 
not believe that true Charity conſiſts in a | 
and therefore | 


a— 


all Kinds of l.wtul and tender Me-f 


Should it be objected, that the Practice 0) 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles is no Pattern to us| 
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rity than we may : 'Tis eaſy to anſwer, 


That, what Chri/? and the Apoſiles poke 
coricerning Truth and Error, is to be the 
Rule of our Apprehenſions about - theſe 
Things: and therefore the very Sentimen!'s 
that Scripture gives us concerning Truth 
and Error, we are obliged to receive, to 
maintain, to abide by, and be zealous for, 
and to a& and ſpeak accordingly with Te<n- 
derneſs and Faithſalnet, whi od d is all that 
we in this Caſe contend for, 

And ſhould it be farther urged, that we 
ought to entertain a good Hope concerning 
the State and Condition of others towards 
God, who appear to be regular and fincere 


in their Way, whatever their private Opi- 
niens may be; and that not to have this 
Hope 13 very unkind and uncharitable : Let 


it be obſerved by Way of Reply : That the 
Word of God alone muſt be eſteemed the 
Rule of Truth, and the Standard of our 
Sentiments, Concerning every Thing of a 
ſpiritual Nature ; and not the Hope we have 
or would maintain concerning our Fellow- 
Creatures, We are to take the Word of 
Revelation before us; ſee what is therein 
contained as Truth, and what is expreſſed 
as of Importance; wherein is placed the 
Weight of our Salvation, and the Founda- 
tion of our Confdence; and we ſhould not 
be biaſſed againſt receiving any Thing :3 
true or as weighty, by a Hope we have of 

E 2 the 
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the good Eſtate of others ; nor even by the 
fond Hope we may have of our own Safety, 
For 'tis to be feared, that many a poor Soul 
does not, and perhaps dares not believe ſome 
of the flriet and neceflary Docrines of the 
Goſpel ; becauſe he ſees that if he did, he 
mult lay aſide and throw down all his for- 
mer vain Confidence. Wherever a Soul 1s 
under this unhappy Prejudice againſt Goſpel! 
Truth, his Caſe is lamentable, and he ought 
to be pitied, but not to be ſoothed up by 
cthers. And farther, as we are not Search- 
ers oi Hearts, 'tis not our Duty perempto- 


rily to Cet-rmine the preſent State or future 


Condit:on of otners : for we know not what 
God may have wiought, or what he may 
hereafter work in the Hearis of fuch as ap- 
pcar to us to be 1n_ a dangerovs Condition. 
We muſt leave this Matter with the Lord ; 
and make the Doctrines and Directions of 
Scripture the only »vtandard of Opinion and 
Duty in every Reſpect, endeavouring to be 
as faithful and zealous, as the Nature of a 
Caſe requires, and as tender as it will ad- 
mit. 

Should any fay, that the Matters wherein 
we diſagree from others are Matters of ſmall 
Conſequence; ſuch as wiſe and good Men 
in all Ages have differed about, and tor ihat 
Reaſon we muſt agree to difter, and not be 
ſo ſevere in our Sentiments on either Side : 
*Tis very eaſy to anſwer ; that this, in many 

| Caſcs. 
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Caſes, 1s taking the Whole for granted : we 
may think ourſclves bound in Conſcience 


from the Word of God to lay a greater Sireſs 


upon fome Points, than the general Current 
of the Sentiments of the prefent Ave will 
allow : we cannot look upon the Doctrines 
of the Trinity, rhe Deity of Chr:/t, the Pro- 
pricty of his Atonement, the Imputation of 
his Righteouſneſs, the regenerating Work of 
the Spirit and the like, as Matters of mere 
Speculation, or of ſmall Moment ; and we 
muſt in Conſcience and Charity be zealous 
for theſe Doctrines, and be jealous leſt they 
ſhould be corr apted, invaded or depretiated. 
And if we form our Judgment concerning 
theſe Topics from a ſerious Search into the 
Word of (304; we claim a Right to judge 


for our ſelves, muſt ſpeak and a& freely and 


conſcientiouſly according to the Views of our 
own Minds, and cannot but look upon our 
ſelves as reproached, when we are called 
uncharitable, becauſe of our faithful ana 
conſcientious Diſcharge of the Daties that 
reſult from the ſolid Opinion we have form'd 
of the Nature and Value, of Goſpel-T:uth, 


and Holineſs. We will Ikew3iſe allow that 


there are many Doctrines leis Moment, 
which do not ite ſo near. to/ the Foundation 
of our Faith and Comtort as others do : and 
where Perſons differ from us only in thoſe 


| Points which we efteem leſs necefiiry and 
ircumitaniial, 2t Deſice and IF 
more circumitaniial, *tis our Deſire and En- 


UMtivour 
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deavour to a&t the loving Part, Where any 
appear to have the ſame Objc& of Worthip, 
God in three Perſons, the ſame Ground of 
Truſt, Chri//'s Atonement and Righteoul- 
neſs atone ; the ſame Reliance for the Spirit 
of Faith and of every Grace upon the re- 
newing, free and neceffary Influences of the 
Spirit and the like ; theſe we eſteem as hold- 
ing the Head Chrift Jeſus ; thele we love 


with a ſpiritual Complacency ; however they | 


may differ from us in Modes of Worſhip or 
Forms of Diſcipline ; and are ready to em- 
brace them with all holy 
as they appear to be thus led into the 


fundamental Dotrincs of the Goſpel, and | 


thus principled w ith divine and ſaving Grace, 


Yea and we are willing to receive fuck into | 


Church Fellowſhip, p:ovided they defire it, 
and are ready to join in the Woithip and 


ſubmit to the Diſcipline of the Church in an} 
2s we 


orderly Way, At the fame Time: 
eſteem every Goſpel- Truth of ſome Value; 


and account, thar whoever denies a Doctrine | 
e therefore out of Lovef 


loſes a Privilege ; 
to them, mutt tipeak freely and faithfnily 
to them, being detircus they ſhould poſſes 
all thoſs Privileges and Advantages which 
ariſe from a clear Inhght into and u clear Per- 
tuaition of every Part of the Goſpel Plan, 
If ary, after all this, are deſirous to knuw 
diſtinctly wherem Goſpel- Ch:rity confi: 
111 Diticeion from 1ts Counterfeit : 
rememoer that the Love 


recommended 19 


the 


Attettion; as ſoon | 


IC oy 


let herb 
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the Word 15 as univerſal in its Extent and In- 
ftence as its C:uterfeit. S9 that we need 
be under no Temptation to lay aſide our Zeal, 
in order to have an univerſal Charity, This 
will be very evident, if we take Notice, that 
ſpiritual Love diffeſes it{-1f to all Mankind, 
only 1t appears and iCts in difft-rent Forms, 
acco:ding to the Objects it fixes upon : and 
ſo Chriſtian Charity may be. diſtinguiſhed 
into four Sorts. 
1. A Love of Benevolence. 2. A Love 


of Compaſſion. J. A i ove of Complacency. 
4. A Love of Concern. 


1. Chriſtianity te:ches us to have a Love 
of Benevolence to all Men; this Kind of 
Charity 1s to be extended to all without any 
Exception ; we muit with well to them, 
pray for them, heartily defice their real Good, 
and this Love ſhoul4 excite and ſtir us all u 
to act 1n our Sphere to the utmoſt of our Ca- 


pacity, as we have Opporiunity for the real 
Benefit of Mankind in general, and for all 


thoſe we have Concern with, or ſand in an 


Relation to 1n par!/cular. Whatever Work- 
ings are in o'r Hearts, whatever Words are 
in our Mouihs, and vrhatever Actions are in 
our Lives, which contradict a ſincere and 
real Regard for the Good of our Fellow 
Creatures, are all {inful. 

2. Chriltianity teaches us to have a Love 
of Compaſſion to the unregenerate, as mite- 
ruble Perſons. Do we {ec any thit have the 


Marks 
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M.rks of Unregeneracy upon them, whether 
theſe {.d Marks appear either in the Courſe 
of their Behaviour, in the Unſavourineſs of 


_ their Spirits, or in the Unſoundneſs of their 


D: ctrines; true Love excites us to pity them 
with all cur Hearts, to pray earneſtly for 
them, that God would give them his ſaving 
and ſovereign Grace, to re&ify their Con- 
duct, to infiruct their Minds, and to make 


| them acknowledge and feel the Power of the 


Fruth as it is in Teſes. It teaches us like- 
wite to ule all proper Means in our Sphere, 
with Diligence, AtteEtion and Zeal ſor their 
ſound Conviction and thorough Converftion. 
3. Chriſtianity teaches us to have a Love 
of Complacency and Delight towards true Be- 
levers as ſuch. So far as we ſee upon them 
the Signatures of Divine Grace, the image of 
Ciri/t and the Evidence of the Power of the 
Goſpel in their Hearts and Lives, fo far we 
ought to delight in them and embrace them 
with the moſt cordial Aﬀection. This 1s 
ſuch a Duty and ſuch a Spirit, that whoever 
has it, is himſelf a regenerate Perſon : For 
we know that we are paſſed from Death t5 
Life becauſe we love the Brethren, and who- 
ever has it not, 1s devoid of true Grace, for 
he that loveth not his Brother abideth 2n 
Death. 1 John wi. 14. This is true Cha- 
rity, what 1s {o highly recommended to us, 
which is fo valuable and important, as to be 


in many Reſpects preferable even to Faith and 
Hope 3 
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Hope : eſpecially as *tis a Grace that out- 


lives the former two and will be experienced 
in PerieHon in the World of compleat Bliſs 
and Glory ; when #hat which 1s perfect 1s come 
and that which 15 11 Part 1s done away ; when 
Wwe ſpall fee Face ts Face and know even as awe 
are known. Aid now abideth Faith, Hope 
end Charity or Love theſe three, but the greateſt 
of theſe 1s. Love. 1 Cor. xull. 10, 12, 13. 
4. Chriſtianity teaches us to have a Love 
t Concern for all thoſe that are led away or 
in app:rent Danger ot being led away into 
Sin or Error. ' hough the Object of our 
Love bz a Child of God, yet this ſhou!d not 
make us unconcerned about his Faith or Walk. 
Our Love even to Believers ſhould not be 
ſach a fond AﬀeCtion, as to make us under- 
value the Truth or have the ſlighter Thoughts 
of Holineſs and Duty upon their Account ; 
but 1t it operates right, it will make us realy 
unealy to fee them *abating of their Zeal, or 
inclined to receive any Errors that may en 
their Comfort or endanger their Steadineſs in 
th? Way of God ! It does not direct us 
either to diminiſh their Errors or extenuate 
their Sins ; but on the contrary rather to be 
jealous over them wi h a Godly Jealouſy, to 
difl:ke their Sins :n1 Errors rather the more, 
becauſe they are found upan profeſſing Be- 
lievers; and to deal faithfully and friendly 
with them : uling ditterent Viearoes of Ten- 
aerncſs or Sharpneſ $ as the Caſe requires for : 
= acco:ding 


(--34-3 

according to - the Diretion of the Apoltic 
Jude. And of ſome have Compaſſion, making 
a Difference : and others fave with Fear, ful- 
ling them out of the Fire; hating even the 
Gar men! ſpotied by ihe Fleſh, Jude ver. 22, 23, 

But it is ugh Time to proceed, 

T1: 19 thaw the beautiful Harmony there 
is between theſe twoGraces Charzty and Zeal. 
The Nature of e:ch having been ſofficiently 
deſcribed, Way is made for it. Thele two 
are ſo far from | veing oppoltie or incontiitent, 
that they muſt not be ſeparated ; for Charity 
W; ;thout Leal degenerates into Indifferencs, 
and Zeal without Chaiity Cegenerates into 
Fury and Ailice, I fay then, 1, that true 
Zeal has Charity for 1s Spring, and 2, tiuc 
Charity has Zeil for its Spur. 

1. Irue Zeal has Charity for its Sr 11 
and Mcizve. Why is it that we Nhave a rua! 


Concern for Truth and Holineſs; wat 1s it 
a Price upon them ; 


(» 


that makes ns oe ich 
why 15 it that we id fait the Truth for cur - 


ſelves; and are UNCa: & 
part from it; 


firous to. propagate it, ready tc defend 


nw 


{irive to build up one another in it, and ani 
by one another in the Def-nce of it ; why 
do we contend earneſtly for it and uſe «1! re- 
oular Fndeavours to promote it, and to G1» 
countenance any unnortant Errors Contr Ty 


# * 
mn 
[] : 


y and erieved if any de- 
Wiat 1s it ralcs a Rcifertment 
in us when Ge fpel Doarine 1s treated Wit'1 
S.orn and Derifion; what is it makes us de- 
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to it f Ts it from a Party Split ; 18 it becauſe 

we are fond of our own Imaginations ; ; 151t. 

becauſe we contend for Victory rather than 
= Ines 1s 1t becaule we hate or deſpiſe 
= SF) God knows our Hearts, and lif any 
f1ch Viotives as theſe lie at the Botiom-of 
our Zeal and Earneſtnefſs, we dcfire they 
may be detected, faithfully reproved and en- 
tirely rooted out of our Flear:s. But if cur 
72:1 be true, 'tis not becauſe of a Regard 
for ourſelves, bat for the I.o9ve we bear to 
Chrift, tis Name and Glory ; for th: Love 
we have for the Welfare and Comfort of pre- 
cious and immortal Souls : 'tis that Sinners 
may be awakened, felf-righteous Perſons a- 
:rmed, that erroneous Perfons m3 :y be con- 
vinced, that Backſiiders may be recoveied, 
thit Believers may be comiorted, that 
Ci rened may flour.\h, that tne Word of 
Cor 7 may run and be olo:ited, that the 
mo of Godlin:ſs may Þ2 revived, &Cc. 
Thus true Zeal has Charity for its Founda- 
ton; and thoſe only are trui'y Charitable, 
me .ove to Clif and Souls its them 

D fo fuch a Leal tor Goſpe!-DoCtrme and 
Ira&ice; 

2, Tru Charity has Zeal for 1's Spur, 
#6 our Love for le for Frierds, for Re- 
tati ns, for Mankind, "fre thoſe vihom we 
look on as unregenerated 9 S&'nners Or true Be- 
levers would grow cold and fiunticſ, were 


* 1t not for Zeal to awaken our AQivity, But 
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let a Perſon have in his Heart and Afrec- 
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tions a true, ſtrong and lively Senſe of the \þ 


Worth of Sculs, the Weight of "Truth and, 
the Beauty of Holineſs, and he will not fail 
to ſhow his Love, and become uſcful and 
fruitful by it. If we dcfire our Charity to 
be of any real Service to our own Souls or 
the Sculs of others, let Zcal be joined with 
it, and, as it were, incorpcrated into it, and 
this will direct us how to expreſs our Love, 
whether by Compaſſion or Complacence ; this 
will awaken us to be attive and faithful : 
Whereas if we once drop our Zea), our Cha- 
rity will become an uſeleſs or hurtful Thing. 


But how noble and amiable does Love ap- 


pear, when a zealous Concern for Chri/z and 
Truth directs it and renders it effeCtual]. 

The whole of what has been ſaid aftords 
Matter for a 7hbrcefo/d Improvement. 1, By 
Way of Caution. 2. Of Examination. 
3. Of Exlortation. | 

1. By Way of Cauizm, 'Tis incumbent 
upon us all to be upon our Guard, Jeſt we bc 
deceived in the Practice of Duty as well as in 
the Reception of Truth : For our Minds are 
ſo dark and our Hearts fo deceitiul, that in 


many Caſes, we are as much in Danger of 


miſt«king Sin tor Duty, as Error for Truth. 
 AndI know no Inſtance to illuſtrate this Ob- 
ſervation by, more proper and clear than hc 
Subjea befoie us. In this we may b-ho'd 


the Deceitfulneſs of $7, the Deccitfulnet: 
| | Ol 


ot 
Sat 
Celt 
in 
Vir 
Hol 
love 
and 
Con 
tion 
then 
latto 
Colc 
take 
Tenu 
conf; 
has 
here 
that 
Glaſ: 
tiful, 
maki 
lovel 
pract. 
a for 
Hop 
jadegr 
make 
bat it 
the 1 
VOrKke 


8: a; 
of the Hear!, and a remarkable Device of 
Satan. Behold hcre, how exccedingly de- 
ceitful Sin is; in that it preſents itſelf to us 
in the Gatb, and under the Diſguiſe of 
Virtue, A finful Indifference to Truth and 
Holineſs appears in the Habit. of a moſt 
lovely and excellent Grace of the Spirit : 
and on the other Hand, Malice, Hatred and 
Contempt diſguiſe themſelves under the No- 
tion of a neccſlary and laudable Zeal. Since 
then Matters of Practice as w<ll as of Specu- 
lation ſhow th<mſclves to our Minds in falſe 
Colours; how cautious ſhould we be, leſt we 


take up witl counterteit Graces, inſtead of 


cenvine ones: For a Deceit of this Kind is 
conſeſſedly of a very maliznant Nature, and 
has a very detrimental Inflacn iCe. Behold 
here lkewiſe how deceitful the Heart is, in 
that it mil repreſents Things lke a deceitful 
Glaſs, making that appear amiable and beau- | 
tiful, which is deformed and odious, and 
making that appzar hateful which is. very 
lovely. The ſpecial Deceit which the Hearc 
practiſes in the preient Caſe is this: It makes 
2a fond AfcQticn fer curielyes and a fond 
Hope concerning otheis, the Rule of cur 
jadgment, inſte 2d of the Word of Go?Y : it 
makes true Charity con{lt not Ii Ajfet710n 
but in Sentiment, Let uz atiend a jutle ta 
the Manner 1 which tine deceittul Heart 
worke, Perſons have in ihe 5rt Place a gcod 
Oprnionet thericiycs, their own Tho! aghts, 


their 
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their own Ways, their own Sentimente; 
their own Spirit's, and their own State and 
Condition; and trerefore cannet bear to have 
it infinvated, that their State is in Danger cr 
their Opinions pernicious: and, mm Conle- 

ouence, Share” all ſuch Intima tions from 
othe:s vncharitible, rigid and cenforious ; 
when, *as very pofiible, that nothing could 
be a greater Aft of Charity towards them, 
than to uitempt in a faithful Manner tO CON 
vince them of the Evil of their Ways and 
Thoughts, And now the deceitful Heart 
fortifies {elf againit ſuch a neceſfary and va- 
lvable ConviRion, by raifing a Diſlike againft 
ny Attempt towards it, call: n2 it " unchari- 
table. Upon this Occaſion corrupt Nature 
w1il put on the Diſzuiſe of Holineſs, by ap- 
planuding Charity as the moſt excellent Crace 

or Virtue ; and by affecting the ſtrongeſt 
otdhation- of all Unc hariableneſs; Ard 
thus 1t comes to paſe, that nothing 15 more 
defirable to a corrupt Heart, than to be 
ſootned up ty a falie Charity, and nothing 

more dia oreab! e and: deteſtible than a true 
Zeal, under the Notion of DA IL I NY 
This Subject likewiſe affords us a firiking 
Z2 Nance of the Devices of Satan; Wnlch WE 
uid by no Yieans be 1gncrant of In dif- 
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Goſpel. Somctimes his great Aim has becn 
to promote Diviftions, to itir up apa 1s, 
to make needleſs Scparations, and to beget a 
Shynels and Diſtance beztwc.en thoſe, ww! 30 were 
Partakers of the ſame Grace and united in the 
ſame Goſpel-Principles. Thus has he torn 
Churches into Pieces, and taken this Oppor- 
tunity to introduce the moſt pernicious Error, 
And having thus obtuined his End 10 making 
wide Breaches, not only in Fo:ms of Vvo: 
ſhip, but in Hades ntal Articies; he now 
-takes juſt the contrary Method : He aims to 
bring us all togethcr again (transforming him- 
{clit into an Angci cf Light) under the Os 
lour of a Peace-Maker, and Healer of 
Breaches ; not by reies: 7 vs 37 one Heart and 
Soul to ſtrive togethc or the Falih of the 
Goſpel ; but by. 52 24:ne thoſe that are 
ſteady to the Truth and + Spirt oi tie Goipe), 
to lay aftde their Zcal, and to bz one with 
thoſe that are departe.} fiom the Ferth, And 
one Piece of his A:titlery witch he uſcs to 
drive us off from our Gurrifony 1s to ſhame 
and pervicx us by the Kepr, ach or bens 
unckaritable. If Saran could bit fally gain 
this Point upon us, then indeed. \ ve ſhould all 
jo'n tozeiher, but in what? not in contend- 
ins fur the Faith, but in <Q pre: i1tins the 
Goſp >el, and in diminiſhing or Gl, regard] Ng 
the manifeſtative Gl: wt of Cri? and free 
Grace: And furcly Nothing conli poſtibly 
be inore agrec able to him, than tfuch an 
r; Event, 


(4S-- 

Event, ſach a Peace, and ſuch a Charity. 

Since therefore our H-arts arc ſo very trea- 
cherous, and Sin fo very deceitful ; and Sa- 
tan fo artfal in his Wiles and Devices; it 
well becomes us 2// to be upon our Guad, 
Thoſe that profeſs a ſtrict Adherence to 
Chriſt and a Zeal for his Truta and Glory 
ought to be very watchful, left the Deceit- 
fulneſs of their Hearts betray them unawares 
into fuch a Spirit of Reſentment and Anger, 
as 18 oppoſite to a true Spirit of Love to the 
| Souls of others and the Honour of Chrz/e. 


Let us beware, leſt, while we may be plead- 


ing with Souls for the Truth, we ſhould be 
betrayed into a Zeal for ourſelves, rather than 
for Chriſt, Let the Spirit of 7 77s animate 
us in all our Concern about him: and when- 
ever we find ourſ-lve; drawn into that, which 
ſuits the Corruption and Pride of our Na- 
tures, or into that which diſgraces the glo- 
rious Caule we wou'd matritain ; let us be 
ſenfible of it, humbled for it, and pray a- 
gainſt it: and while we are checking our- 
ſelves for any unbecoming Atﬀtections in the 
Workings of our Zeal, Jet us be as watch- 
fal againſt the contrary Extreme, of growing 
cool and indifferent about Things of great 
Importance. O what a hippy Thing would 
\ It be, if we could carry ourſelves in that 
_ excellent Medium, which allows of a- warm 
= lively Senſe of the Glory, Value and 


Importance cf Truth on the one Hand; and 
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( 41 ) 
” of an inward, hearty, ſpiritual, affeRionate 
Love to Shuls, on the other. 
Shall I be likewiſe allowed to give a gentle 

and faithful Warning to thoſe who profeſs 
and plead for a great and extenſive Charity, 
who pride themſelves 1n it and value them- 
| ſelves upon it? Beware, not only leſt your 
' Notions ſhould be too wide, or your Cha- 
rity too extenſive ; but likewiſe beware, leſt 
your Zeal for Charity ſhould betray you into 
an uncharitable Diſlike to and Inveteracy a- 
gainſt thoſe, that are ſteady to what they 
eſteem important Truth, and are zealous 
for it. There is ſurely ſome Neceſlity for 
this Caution ; becauſe you are in Danger of 
having that Charity for and Tenderneſs to- 
wards Deiſis and Heathens, which you 
will ſcarcely indulge or expreſs towards 
thoſe who have a high Eſteem for the Pecu- 
liarities of the Goſpel, Beware, left yon 
deny that Charity to ſuch, which you require 
of them towards you. Beware, leſt you are 
inadvertently betrayed into ſuch Severities of 
Language, and (ſuch uncharitable and bitter 
Refleftions againſt the Lovers of the great 
and diſtinguiſhing DoEtrines of the Goſpel- 
Revelation, as intimate a Want of real Cha- 
\ rity In you. gi 
2, Let me apply this Subje&t by Way of 
' Examination. 
Let us look into ourſelves, that we may 


know what Spirits we are of; which we too 
© ſeldom 


; $5, 
ſeldom do. A minute Detail of Marks and 
Signs may here be laid out ; but perhaps it 
may be ſufficient to give a general Clue and 
a plain Direction, in this important Enquiry, 
The general Rule is this: Try your Charity 
by the Nature of a true Zeal : and try your 
Zeal by the Nature of a true Charity, I 
ſay try your Charity by the Deſcription of a 

; true Zeal. Do you feel an AﬀecCtion of Love 
and Endearment ariſing in your Hearts to- 
wards otHers ? See whether it makes you the 
leſs concerned abcut the Errors they embrace, 
or the Iniquities they commit ; ſee whether 


it tends to make you excuſe their Sins, - or - 


to apprehend Ilcſs Danger in their falſe Opi- 
nions, than you otherwiſe would have done: 
If it does, then your Love is working in a 


ies £6 way. 
ut if your Love to others makes you wiſh 
and pray and faithfully endeavour to recover 
them out of thoſe Snares, and to hate their 
Sins and Errors, while you love their Perſons, 
and are truly concerned about the Safety, 
| Welfare and Comfort of their Souls; then 
your Love is genuine and fincere, 
Once more: Try your Zeal by 


42. true 


Charity, Do you feel in your Hearts a warm 
Regard ariſing towards the Value of Truth 
and Holineſs; and do you begin to expreſs 
this Zeal, in your Aﬀections, Words and 
Actions? Now obſerve the Workings of 
your Afﬀections, take Notice of the Word: 


of 


| of you 
Lives, 
| Zeal x 
| 1t mak 
| Langu 
ly, the 
| ſpuriou 
Spirit « 
| for So! 
are dirt 


 tatton, 
of the 
 endeayi 
Comm 
that vw 
culiarly 
Churc!: 
the Bo 


 delieve 


Power 

ſame e 
luch as 
eſt and 
lojunct; 
a odtre(s 
nur Co: 
Chriſt, 


Exhorta 


41 8] 
| of your Mouths, and of the Ations of your 
| Lives. If the Warmth or Livelineſs of your 
| Zeal produces any Inveteracy to Perſons, if 
it makes you bitter and provoking in your 
| Language.; or cautes you to behave unſeem- 
ly, then your Zeal is ſo far degenerate and 
ſpurious. But if you are enabled by the 
| Spirit of God to maintain a real tender Love 
for Souls, and it your Words and Actions 
are directed, deſigned and ſuited, not to flir 
up Corruption, but to be truly profitable to 
ſound Conviction, and ſpiritual Inſtruction ; 
then your Zeal is genvine and evangelical. ; 
| 3. To conclude with a Word of Extor- 
| tatzton, Let us attend to the true Meaning 
of the apoſtolic Advice in the Text, and 
: Þ endeavour to conform our ſelves to it. The 
Command 1s in ſome Reſpects ſuited to all 
1 that wear tie Chriſtian Name ; but is pe- 
© 'culiarly intended for. Members of Gojpel 
© | Churches, You that are join'd together in 
S, the Bonds of facred Fellowſhip, you who 
', ſbclieve the Importance, and have felt the 
nEFPower of the Truth : you who have the 
me evangelical Faith and Hope : ſurely 
ſuch as you are called upon 1n the ftrong- 
melt and moſt direft Manner to regard the 
th Flojunctions of the Text. Behold, what 
els la Streſs the Apoitle Jays upon it. Only ef 
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war Converſation be as becometh the Goſpel of 
of Chriſt, &c. Let therciore every Patt of his — 
10 BFxhortation be valued and followed. Let a 
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7 Midit of » craoked 5 DELVE. Generation, 
Y Let your Union with and your cordial. Aﬀe- 
It tion for one anothe - appear. 33 1N antient 
FM: Days ; tht the \\ ortd may with Adimira- 


tion ſay : © Sce bow theſe Chriſtians love,” 

And let your Love work in fuch a Manner, 
as to make you ſtrive together for the Faith of 
the Goſpel. Be frequent in converſing with 


k each other upon doGrinal and experimental . 
* Subjects; watch over each other with a god- 
4 ly Jealouſy ; ſtand by one another in De- 
__.. fence of the Truth ard Value of the Goſpel, 
Fl Build up one another in your moſt holy 
bp Faith ; fortity each other againſt the Errors 
"v8 and Vices of the Day : be prepared againſt 
W_ every. Attack upon your Faith, Unity and 
= Hope ; praying for and with one another in 
vl the Hol Gto/?, and uling all ſpiritual Endea- 
$ vours, that you may be kept pure in Do- 
ctrine, Worſhip, Spirit and D.ſcipline : and 
walk in Wiſdom towards them that are with- 

out, 

Thus you will prove your ſelves to be truly 


godly, truly zcalous, and truly charitable. 
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